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AYLESBURY VALE U.3.A. 

Issue No. 89 
 
    December 2018 

CHAIRMAN’S LETTER 

My name is Sheila Satterthwaite,  your new Chairman, and I thought I would like to introduce myself to 

you. I was born in Hayes and lived there until I was 21 when I married my first husband who unfortunately 

died when I was 39, leaving me with 3 teenage sons. I met Ken six years later and we married in 1984. Ken 

has two daughters and a son and now they all get on really well as they are parents themselves. When I mar-

ried my first husband we moved to a bungalow in Flackwell Heath and I lived there for 25 years and then 

moved with Ken to Kings Langley. We downsized to Aylesbury 5 years ago. 

I have always loved drama even as a small child and used to tap dance on top of the Morrison Air Raid shel-

ter. After the war I used to write plays (like Ernie Wise) and perform them with the other kids in the street 

for our Mums (who used to do their knitting and chatter) in my friend’s garage, which was originally the 

Anderson shelter. We used to charge them and send the money to Great Ormond Street hospital. When I was 

married to my first husband and pregnant with my third child I joined a drama society and spent 18 happy 

years performing. I was asked to appear in a film for a local group which took place alongside the River 

Thames in the garden of a Film Director in the 1940s. 

Moving to Kings Langley I gave up drama to concentrate on Ken’s children who were much younger than 

mine but I eventually found other interests like the W.I. where I became President.  (Nobody else would do 

it, why do I always volunteer?) I worked as a Secretary in the Sales Department at Ovaltine and took early 

retirement at 59. When I was 60, Kings Langley Parish Council approached me to stand as a candidate and I 

was duly elected and became a Parish Councillor for 4 years.   Reaching the age of 70 I was on the Commit-

tee of the Kings Langley Community Centre; the Lettings Manager was retiring, there was nobody to replace 

him; guess who volunteered, yes it was me ! Once I got my head round the workings of the job I loved meet-

ing people who wanted to hire the hall. I also joined the Busy Bees Drama Group in Watford and when it 

was disbanded we formed an Entertainment Group and had various bookings with WI, Age Concern, Church 

Clubs, Visually Impaired, sometimes we were older than the audience!! 

I am looking forward to being your Chairman and hope also to do another show when we get a decent stage. 

Hope you have got your winter woollies on to keep you warm. We came back from holiday and it was 

warmer here than across the Pond. As you read this newsletter you will see that, as always,  we already have 

some exciting U3A projects to look forward to in the coming year. 

Finally, a very Happy Christmas to you all. 

            Sheila Satterthwaite 
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After the Annual Meeting we look forward to  our Speaker.  On this occasion Chris Lowe had kindly 

stepped in at very short notice as the original Speaker was unable to attend because of a family illness  Chris 

gave us a comprehensive talk on the work of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution for which he acts as an 

Education Officer. From the comments heard afterwards the talk 

was greatly enjoyed, but it has to be said that there have never been 

such gales of laughter at any of our meetings that I can remember. 

John Harwood volunteered (?) to demonstrate the modern life boat-

man's working uniform.  While he made a first class model, it has 

to be said that he had some trouble with the rather capacious trou-

sers.  With Chris’s help he completed his task as you can see from 

these photographs sent in by Richard Clark and Sheila Sylvester. 

YOUR NEWLY ELECTED AYLESBURY 

VALE U.3.A. COMMITTEE 2018—2019 

Hon. Chairman:   Sheila Satterthwaite 

Hon. Secretary:  Moira Bishop 

Hon. Treasurer:  Mike Park 

Group Co-ordinator: Jane Trow   

Membership Secretaries:  Jill and Tony Davis 

Social Activities:  Mary Singleton 

Speakers Secretary:  Joe Southall 

Outings Co-ordinator: Dan McGregor 

Hall Manager:  Roland Scroggs 

THE DIRECTORY IS ABOLISHED! 

Please note that it has been agreed that all group 

and membership details will in future be printed 

on a separate sheet of paper and amended as nec-

essary.   The bulky hard cover directory has gone.  

The first sheets will be distributed at the Decem-

ber meeting, and by post to absentees  In future if 

you wish to contact any individual group you 

should use the ‘official’ emailaddress e.g. 

  Bowls@avu3a.org.uk   

If there is more than one group don’t forget to put 

in the full title.  e.g. 

 readingroup1@avu3a.org.uk 

Further details of the groups programme will only 

be available on the website. avu3a.org.uk 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS: 

The Aylesbury Vale U3A Strummers 
were particularly busy in July. On 
Monday 9th  the  Strummers raised £50 
for ‘Bucks Young Carers’ when they 
entertained the Monday Club in 
Quainton.  A splendid time was had by 
all and it was rounded off with a nice 
cup of tea and a biscuit. 

On Saturday 14th  the the group enter-
tained the public at the Emergency 
Services Open Day which was held at 
the Buckingham Railway Centre in 
Quainton.  It was a beautiful summer’s 
day with hundreds of people visiting 
the centre in support of all our marvel-
lous local emergency services.   

Although there was a strong Police 
presence not one of our members was 
arrested so they obviously enjoyed the 
music.  Also performing on the day 
were the ‘Chiltern Songbirds’ ladies 
choir from Aylesbury and the Thames 
Valley Police Choir.  Subsequently we 
have entertained The Ladies Electrical 
Association  and added another £50 for 
the Young Carers. 

The U3A Strummers have come a long 
way in the two years since they were 
first formed and now have over 40 
members.   

   Andy Carter 

Dot Toler sent us this photo of an 

obviously very happy group on a 

backstage tour of the Waterside 

Theatre. 

Two  existing groups are in danger of having to be closed down unless new leaders 

come forward.  Why not offer to help with the Garden Group (no programmes yet 

arranged for 2019 ) and the Wildlife and Nature Watch Group. A suggestion has 

also been made that we have an Antiques and Collectibles Group—any offers ? There are also rumours of a 

couple of other groups about to lose their organisers.  If there is is some interest that you have always wanted 

to pursue why not volunteer as a group leader?  There is plenty of help available both locally and nationally. 
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There's a new Group now 

At our U3A 

We meet from ten 

And are home by midday! 
 

We struggled at first 
To find our way 

Was it Acting, Singing, 
Or Reading a Play? 

 

But we're gradually 

Sorting our programme out 
With 'In House' readings 

And travelling about. 
 

Sonning was mentioned 

As a Christmas treat 
We'll watch a Show 

And have something to eat. 
 

Poetry was also 

A popular choice 

And Sheila will teach us 

To project our voice! 
 

We are only a few  
That's for sure 

But when we're established 

We'll make room for more. 
 

Theatre Workshop 

That's what we're called 

We're only amateurs 

So don't be fooled. 
 

But there's laughter and fun 

With this Group to be had 

We're gelling together 
And that can't be bad.  
 

 

 

       Jackie Rickard  

Richard Clark took these photographs on the summer 

visit to the Duxford Air  Show.  Above Pauline and 

Mike Park study the information boards.    While below 

Jean and Mike Hennessey obviously enjoyed their visit 

to Concorde. 

And if you thought that your car’s modern dashboard was 

complicated, how about this array of instruments in Con-

corde ? And no computer screens. 

“Music I Like” would welcome 

new members to its group.  We 

meet once a month on Monday 

afternoon at 2.00 – 4.00 to listen to 

a selection of music (mostly classical) chosen by one 

of our members.  If you would like to join us, please 

contact Gerard Boyle on 01296 631667. 
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Our annual meeting of Group Leaders was held on October 5th 2018 at The Aylesbury Bowls Club. Jane 

Trow chaired the meeting, in her new role as Group Coordinator. Dot Simmons provided us all with tea, cof-

fee and biscuits and cakes with her much appreciated efficiency as always. The meeting was attended by 

over thirty people and proved to be  lively and useful, with plenty of new ideas and suggestions. 

Greig Sneddon gave a demonstration of the projector, that can now be used by any group that requires it. 

And I introduced  some ‘Health and Safety’ guidance for group leaders. 

This was followed by a briefing on the GDPR regulations that came out earlier this year, of which of course 
the U3A must follow. We had a briefing on the new finance rules from our Treasurer Richard Clark. We also 
had information given to us about the Resource Centre. This is being expanded over the next few months and 
DVDs are available together with educational downloads being planned. 

Full details of the meeting will of course be published in the minutes, which were taken by our secretary 

Moira Bishop. Our thanks go to everyone who attended and helped to make this annual event a success. 

                  

             Jane Trow 

NEWS FROM THE GROUPS: 

Group Leaders Meeting 

This beautiful Faberge style bauble was a whole day’s work for 

Ann Watson who is a member of the Craft Group.  Heather Ed-

wards the Group leader rightly felt that it was so stunning that 

it deserved a wider audience. 

New Creative Writing Group; 

I have been a member of the original Creative Writing 

Group for several years and have found it most stimulat-
ing and rewarding. During this time it has grown in popu-
larity and strength. As the group is unable to accommodate new members I 

have agreed to start a second group. 

The new group will meet on the first Monday of the month at members’ houses 
with topics for writing agreed in advance The first meeting will be Monday 7th 

January 2019. 

If you are interested in joining this new group or finding out more about it 

please  call me on 01296 495195   I would be so pleased to hear from you. 

        Bobby Cadwallader 

THE THEATRE VISITS GROUP: 

Jeannette Walker has kindly agreed to try and resurrect the Theatre Visits group. and has made a booking at 

the Waterside for “The Comedy About a Bank Robbery” about which the Daily Telegraph wrote “This is 

the funniest show in the West End”  Jeannette has managed to get two blocks of seats in the stalls for the 

matinee on 14th March at 2.30. The seats in the block closest to the stage are £28 and the those further back 

£21, both are central with good views.  The show is selling out rapidly and she must confirm her reserva-

tions as soon as possible. The lists were already up  at the November meeting with payment due in January .  

It may be worth asking her if she still has any ’spares’. Do it quickly though as she will have to cancel if 

there is not a good response.        theatre@avu3a.org.uk 
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A HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO GREIG SNEDDON: 

I would like to take this opportunity to extend the thank you I gave Greig at the AGM 

for all his hard work as Chairman. 

Greig’s first two years was as joint Chairman with Lynne Dawson, a great team. I 

joined the Committee in their second year and was given support and encouragement in 

my new role as secretary, for which I was very grateful. 

At the end of 2017 Lynne stood down and Greig thankfully decided to put himself for-

ward for a further third and final year. He was voted in with a massive majority which is 

testament to his popularity and the esteem in which he is held. 

The 2018 Committee comprised of only seven members. Because of this it would have 
been easy just to maintain the status quo but Greig’s leadership, commitment, energy, 
enthusiasm and skilful problem solving created an environment that encouraged change 
and innovation. The aim being to enhance both the running of our U3A and the experience for members. 

One example of this was the achievement of a coloured Newsletter. Members with computers were encour-

aged to read the Newsletter on line. This meant less printing of hard copies, which made producing them in 

colour affordable. This has created a more dynamic interesting magazine as the editor can now include more 

supportive photographs and computer aided page designs for added impact. 

Thank you Greig it has been a pleasure serving on your Committee. 

           Moira Bishop 

 

7th March 2019: Baddesley Clinton and Packwood House both N.T. in Warwickshire. 

9th May: Jordan Mill and the Wimpole Estate (N.T) both in Cambridgeshire. 

4th June: Leeds Castle and Sissinghurst Castle and Gardens (N.T.) in Kent. 

11th July: Longstock Park Water Gardens, Hants and Basildon Park ( N.T.) in Berks. 

3rd September: Ham House, (N.T) and Strawberry Hill House both in Richmond. 

7th October:  Bourton- on -the -Water and Snowshill Manor and Garden Glos.  (N.T.) 

7th November: Rainham Hall and Eastbury Manor House both NT. In two London Boroughs. 

 

As most of you know admission to National Trust properties if free to N.T. Members, as long as you can 

produce your up to date membership card, while non members have to pay the normal entrance fee. 

 

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2019: 

Our new Outings Coordinator Dan McGregor has really got the bit between his teeth and 

has already put plans in hand for a number of summer outings—with more to come, he 

says.  Here are some preliminary details to keep you looking forward through the winter 
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Volunteers are still urgently needed and your help at our monthly meetings 

would be greatly appreciated.  We would like some volunteers to put things 

away at the end of the  morning. The whole process does not generally take 

more than  15 minutes—and as an added bonus the car park has usually 

emptied by that time. so if you can help please  ‘sign on’ with our Hall 

Manager. 

Dot Simmons will shortly be circulating another rota for volunteers to make the teas and coffees which are so 
much enjoyed during the interval. 
 

We have added a 'Scam Alert'  https://www.avu3a.org.uk/wordpress/scam-alerts/  on the  U3A website on 
advice received from Thames Valley Police. 
 

There has been a  terrific response to the 'Spectacles for Malawi' appeal. We are still col-
lecting, so look in those bedroom drawers! 
 

New contact details. If you want to comment on our excellent website, or submit something for inclusion 
you can now make contact via:          Webmaster @avu3a.org.uk 

 

And similarly to submit  information for the newsletter, try Newsletter @avu3a.org.uk 

 

LOST PROPERTY: The Secretary has two items which she would like to reunite with their owners:  A 
lightweight pink cardigan has been unclaimed for several months, and more recently  she has a shawl with a 
paisley pattern.  If the Hall Manager finds any lost items after our meetings she hands them over to Moira, 
and members are requested to contact her (not the Community Centre) to reclaim them.   

You will have noticed an experimental change with the hall layout at the November meeting.  If you have 
any views on that, or any other matters regarding the organisation of our U3A please don’t hesitate to contact 
a member of the committee. 

No more  Directory:  Please note the item on page2—the Directory is being abolished. 

Congratulations to Mary Singleton for arranging another successful and very enjoyable quiz afternoon. 49 

members arranged in teams —either pre-formed or joined up on the day- made up tables of  6 competitors. 

Mary was assisted  at the event by  Peter Hemmings, the Bowls Club Secretary who also helped Mary be-

hind the bar.  (He was especially busy after the announcement that everyone was entitled to one free soft 

drink, beer or glass of wine at the end of the quiz and before the  fish arrived. 

As always, we couldn’t do without Dot and Tony Simmons.  They not only helped to 

get the room ready for the afternoon’s activities, and made tea, coffee and biscuits for 

members as they arrived, but also collected the fish, sausage or chicken and chips 

from the shop in Jansel Square and cleared up afterwards. Mary particularly wishes to 

express her thanks for their tremendous contribution to making the event  such a success. 

Of course there would not be a quiz without the enormous amount of work put in by Jean and Peter Ashton 

the quizmasters.  They did a great job of compiling 8 rounds of questions on various subjects plus a mara-

thon to be completed before the main quiz started. There were print-outs of photographs for the quizzers to 

identify knowing that the answers were  all connected to colours and cryptic clues requiring answers with 

two differently spelt words with the same sound e.g. staid and stayed.  Other rounds included ‘Biscuits and 

Cakes’ ‘Connections’( American State Capitals) and ‘Aristocracy’.  

The winning team of ‘brains’ comprised Elinor and Alex Paterson, Lois and Alan Robinson and  Pauline 

and Alan Brialey  and they richly deserved their winners bottles of wine. 
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WE STILL WANT YOUR WARTIME MEMORIES !    

We  hope that many of you will have looked at the excellent stories of  wartime memories already re-

ceived from our members and available on our website   avu3a.org.uk   But we are sure that there are 

more remembrances to come.  It would be a pity if all those personal reminiscences were lost to  future 

generations, so please read the ones we have, and share your own memories of those difficult years.   

We have printed just a few extracts below. They make fascinating reading and will spark a lot of inter-

est in what is a momentous and historic year, so we are sure that you will enjoy the completed diaries 

on our website at  avu3a.org.uk. 

Lines written by a Sentry on Duty 

There’s a sandbagged barricade upon the road to Butlers Cross’s 

Which our gallant section’s sworn to defend 

There’s an old car just beyond it, being overgrown with moss 

Which we’ll use to block the road around the bend 

 

But a Nazi ‘plane came over one night not long ago, 
And did an act which we cannot commend. 
For he dropped a stick of bombs which fell – seven in a row 

Just about a hundred yards away around the bend……... 
            The Battle of Wendover: 
 

       ‘Twas on a Sunday morning one day not long ago 

       When the brave lads of the Home Guard met with a deadly foe. 
       They came from Aston Clinton, from Turville and from Stoke 

       The Lee sent their stalwarts and Prestwood too their folk; 
       They crept towards our village. the Station was their aim 

      But they’d never met our smart Platoon who saw their little game…… 

 

 

In August 1939 I was on holiday with my family when we had a message to go home early as my father was 
a teacher and all teachers were recalled to help organise the evacuation. Evacuees arrived by train from Lon-
don, then put on buses to various parts of town where they were collected by the householders who were 
taking them in. It depended on the number of vacant bedrooms in your house as to how many evacuees you 
were given. Children too dirty or difficult were housed at the Gate House. Three schools were evacuated to 
Aylesbury; Mile End Central and Sir John Cass used Queens Park in the afternoons and Ealing County Boys 
School used Aylesbury Grammar School. Ealing county Girls School went to High Wycombe………. 
 

1943 a black Labrador came to stay for a few months because her owner, Horace Gandy, was at sea. She 
was a lovely dog and we were sorry to see her go. Gandy, as he was known, appeared in uniform on a mo-
torbike and rode away with the dog sitting on the petrol tank. A sight that was not easily forgotten. He was 
on his way to the Normandy beaches. The internet tells us that he fought at Jutland in 1916 and commanded 
a Motor Torpedo Boat flotilla which was in action when Hong Kong fell to the Japanese. He then led a large 
party of RN personnel and Chinese through Japanese occupied China to Rangoon. In early March 1944 we 
went to the railway station about a mile away to meet my father who had been away for 2 years……... 
 

It is now 65 years ago that I joined a group of young men in their late teens at Paddington Station en route to 

a new life within the coalfields of South Wales, I along with 48,000 others between 1943 and 1948, had 

been chosen by ballot to become one of the lost generation known as Bevin Boys. Although the end of the 

2nd World War in Europe was then only six months away, the shortage of manpower in the pits had been a 

growing worry to the authorities. Many younger coal miners had taken the opportunity of joining the forces 

or seeking better-paid war work elsewhere. Indeed some had been called up themselves before the conse-

quences of this major mistake by the government had been appreciated………. 
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In July my friend, another AVU3A member, and myself decided to go to the Antiques Roadshow, which was 

being filmed at Wrest Park.  It was one of those very hot days we were fortunate to benefit from this summer. 

Our dear SatNav lady took us round the houses so we were lucky to miss a two hour tailback queuing to get 

in on the A6.  However, although prepared to queue, we did not expect a four hour queue to register (a strate-

gy to keep the numbers down round the experts’ tables) and then a further two hours waiting to see an expert. 

We were kept amused though.  Those lucky ones with a tale to tell, or a valuable item, were siphoned off and 

various cameos were filmed to amuse the queue as the experts performed their 

scenes to the crowd.  Of course, surprise had to be feigned during several retakes 

until the shot was ‘wrapped up’.  Whether we will appear on TV is anybody’s 

guess. 

 

Andy McConnell, glass expert, was interesting to watch.  In his bare feet he gath-

ered the crowds round his table and displayed peoples memorabilia as a collection, 

occasionally dashing off with a special piece to film the bemused visitor.  I was a 

member of the audience round Hilary Kay as she valued a small tapestry at £2000.  

Fiona Bruce was the queen of the event, with her entourage of hair stylists and 

makeup artists, although she was actually filmed very 

little.  At one point she made a fitting appearance on a 

balcony and gave a regal wave. 

 

We felt it was important to experience the whole thing so we both took items to 

be valued.  I knew my china trinkets were worthless, yet important collectibles to 

me, but I don’t think I will forget the look of pity from the expert as he told me 

the modest value!   I wanted to see David Battie but he left for yet another break 

just before my turn .  Unlike the poor crowd the experts took plenty of time out 

for refreshments! My friend fared better.  She had an interesting tale to tell and 

her item was of value.  She loved her slot with Ronnie Archer Morgan (shown 

bottom right with Fiona Bruce)   We met some 

fantastic people in the queue with interesting 

stories - the huge coffin like box trundled on 

wheels with an enormous figure inside, the 

large dress ring, blue glass and worth little, are two examples. 

 

If you do decide to go in the future remember to take a folding chair, which 

we forgot.  You will probably see a lot more if you just go and watch.  If 

you want a valuation the shortest queues are for war memorabilia.  It is a 

fascinating experience on a nice day.  When I watch the programme now I 

feel as if I am there. 

By chance, my Creative Writing Group topic for the month was The Heir-

loom’ so I used this outing to inform my writing.  I do wish we had an An-

tiques and Collectibles Group where we could chat about our trinkets and discover more about them. 

         Hazel Burgess 

Some years ago we tried an experiment and held just such a group for a limited period of about 8 weeks. 

Members brought along their collections and educated the rest of us about their history.  It was extremely 

enjoyable.  Perhaps somebody would like to arrange another session at some stage with different partici-

pants.            The Editor 

THE ANTIQUES ROAD SHOW—A MEMBERS VIEW: 

Hazel presents her antique ! 
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S?@A BCD??EF?G D?HEAIB…..…..….. 

Two halves make a whale.   

The sun rises in the east  and sets in the West: That is why it is hotter in the East.  

If it is less than 90 degrees it is a cute angel. 

We weighed the school rabbi today. It was two killer grans. When it becomes 4 killer grans we have to put 

him on a diet.  

And for the older grown up …….  

All those adverts for face cream promise that they will take away some of the signs of aging.   Which ones ?

Wearing slippers around the house?  Forgetting where you put your spectacles down? Not remembering 

what you went upstairs for ? 

You know you’re growing old when you look forward to coming home before you even get to where you are 

going. 

And as the Duke of Edinburgh is quoted as saying—”Never pass a bathroom”. 

To  stay young  keep an open mind and a closed refrigerator! 

Always keep several get well cards on the mantelpiece so that if unexpected visitors arrive, they will think 

that you’ve been sick and unable to do any cleaning. 

Just to brighten up December these are a few of the jokes and 

stories sent in over the past year by readers for which we spe-

cially save this space  (but for which we take no responsibility!) 

How does Moses make Tea—Hebrews it .  

 I used to be a Banker– but then I lost interest 

A cartoonist was found dead in his home—details are sketchy  

Our logical English Language? 

Quicksand can work slowly: boxing rings are square; and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea, nor is it a pig. 

Why can you make amends but not one amend ? 

And why is it that writers write, but fingers don’t fing, Grocers don’t groce and hammers don’t ham ? 

There is no egg in eggplant nor ham in hamburger. Neither apples nor pine in pineapple, and English muf-

fins weren’t invented in England. 

Your house can burn up as it burns down.  You fill in  a form by filling it out and an alarm goes off by going 

on. 

 

More puns for educated minds. 

I did a theatrical performance about puns;  It was a play on words. 

I didn’t like my beard at first but then it grew on me! 

I changed my iPods name to Titanic. It’s syncing now. 

I tried to catch some fog but I mist. 
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WEDNESDAY JANUARY 9TH: ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL; 
                                                                                   Watch this space ! 

 

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 13TH: IAN KEBLE—THE HISTORY OF 
CARTOONS FROM THE 17TH CENTURY TO THE PRESENT DAY’ 

 

 

Ian tracks the early stages of cartoons ( in the form of satirical prints ) and how, through the works of Ho-
garth and James Gillray, they gradually evolved into the familiar format of today’s newspapers and maga-
zines. Copious illustrations abound from the masters of their craft such as John Tenniel, John Leech, David 
Low, Vicky, Ronald Searle, Heath Robinson, Giles and bringing right up to date with Gerald Scarfe, Steven 
Bell and Peter Brookes. Also considered are key points in the history of cartoons, such as the founding of 
Private Eye in 1961 and the terrible events in 2015 at French satirical magazine ‘Charlie Hebdo.’ 
 

 

MARCH 13TH 

 

CHRISTINE GREEN ‘ MAKING PICTURES FOR TELEVISION. MY DREAM JOB ‘ 
 

 

Christine worked as a Graphic Designer for the BBC for 13 years and worked on shows as diverse as the 
Queens Speech, Our Friends in the North and Tracy Beaker. After going freelance she worked on Foyle’s 
War and was BAFTA nominated for her work on ‘The Cambridge Spies’.  Christine has  numerous story 
boards and art works to show. 
 

 

THE CRAFT GROUP OUTREACH PROJECT: 

The picture shows Jane Hobson with a Linus Project quilt. 
Jane provided the material strips, cut to size, and members 
of the Craft Group assisted with stitching the blocks. It 
looked very colourful when completed. The Linus Project 
add the backing and arrange distribution to their core par-
ticipants..  

Project Linus UK is a volunteer organisation which 
aims to provide a sense of security and comfort to sick 
and traumatised babies, children and teenagers through 
the provision of new home made patchwork quilts and 
knitted blankets, and give volunteers across the UK 
the opportunity to contribute to their local community. 
Project Linus began in America in 1995 when Karen 
Loucks saw a newspaper article showing how much a 
comfort blanket had helped a child cancer victim. She 
decided to organise blankets for her local children’s 
cancer unit and started spreading the word. Since that 
time several million blankets and quilts have been de-
livered worldwide. The organisation began in the UK 
in March 2000 as a result of a Birmingham  quilter’s 
desire to help children in need. 



12 

 

 Please say ‘Hello’ to the following newly joined members and if you find yourself 

sitting near anyone you don’t personally know at the Monthly meeting make yourself 

known to them.   

John Denny;  Chris Park;  Ruth Park; Diana Gingell;  Nancy Blood;  John Loughran; 

Penelope Land;  Richard Stevenson;  Jan Wilks;  Christine Maxwell;  Sharon Carter; Anthony Hutton;  Lynn 

Hutton; Hazel Collier;  Robin Elliott ; Tina Bird;  Ann Lake;  Brian Stabler  and  Susan Denny. 

We now have just over 500 members and although only about 200 members attend the monthly meetings, 

that is still a large sea of faces to cope with at your first meeting. 

 

Last date for copy for the March Spring Newsletter will be February 13th  so please send any items you may 

like to share with us to Shirley Stokes at newsletter@avu3a.org.uk  .  Thanks as always to all of you who 

contribute to the finished product, and who forgive me for my errors! Please continue to send in news of 

your activities within the U3A and for any other items which you feel might interest our readers.   This is-

sue demonstrates  that there are many of our members  getting out and about and doing interesting and ex-

citing things outside U3A and it is good to share in them.  

Our very productive photographers are reminded that under the new Privacy Laws, members featuring in 

the very welcome photographs submitted for publication should have given permission for their image to be 

so  used. If you do not want your photo reproduced  please make that plain! My thanks as always to Alan 

Robinson for proof reading, Richard Clark for photographic editing and particularly to Derek Ayshford 

who, when my computer says ‘No’ manages to make it  behave properly. He is frequently called upon ! 

 

Don't forget to look at our website avu3a.org.uk where you will find up to date news and details of  all our 

events and activities . 

MEMBERSHIP SYSTEM:  Tony and Jill Davis will be standing down as joint Membership Secretaries at 
the December Committee Meeting. They have done a brilliant job of money saving by streamlining the ex-
isting system in the two years they have been in post. Their temporary replacement is Derek Ayshford who 
is heavily involved in the introduction of Beacon, a U3A Computerised Management System. 

A huge thank you to Jill and Tony for their commitment and hard work, and thanks to Derek for taking on 
this role and to wish him well. 

          Moira Bishop 

              Secretary 

STILL GENTLY WALKING:  What a lovely Autumn it is proving to be.  This 

group’s most recent venture was a walk along the canal at Marsworth.  At this 

time of the year many of the narrow boat owners are putting their boats to bed for 

the winter, while smoke drifting out from some chimneys indicated more perma-

nent living quarters.  The colours of the trees were wonderful, and we were privi-

leged as often to see (and hear) a skein of geese flying overhead in formation.  That always reminds me of 

one of my favourite poems by Rachel Field   “Something told the wild geese,  It was time to go: Though the 

fields lay golden, Something whispered ‘Snow’.   We truly live in a beautiful County. 

                                        Editor  


